Name:____________________________________

Date:_____________________

American History

Ms. Bongiorno

Victory in the Pacific
Directions: Work with your collaborative group to examine the documents at each station and complete the questions in Part A. You will have approximately 5 minutes at each station. Part B asks you to draw conclusions about the use of the atomic bomb.
Part A
Station 1:_________________________________
1. Why was the Battle of Midway a turning point in the Pacific?
2. Describe the strategy American commanders adopted in the Pacific:
3. Use the map to identify three battle sites in the war in the Pacific:
Station 2:_________________________________
1. Why was combat especially fierce on Guadalcanal?
2. What contribution did Navajo soldiers make in the Pacific? Was it effective? Explain.
Station 3:_________________________________
1. Who was Douglas MacArthur?
2. Why was the Philippine campaign so deadly?
Station 4:_________________________________  
1. How many American lives were lost on these two islands?
2. What percentage of Japanese soldiers survived the battle of Iwo Jima? Why was this number of survivors so small?
Station 5:_________________________________  
1. What prevented Japanese soldiers from surrendering?
2. Describe kamikaze missions:
3. Why would these tactics convince the U.S. Military that a full-scale invasion of Japan was necessary?
Station 6:_________________________________  
1. Atomic bombs were dropped on which two Japanese cities?

2. Describe the results of dropping of atomic bombs:
3. What was V-J Day?

Part B

The United States has been the only nation to use the atomic bomb as a weapon of war. President Truman’s decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan was a difficult one. Use the outline below to list reasons for and against dropping atomic bombs in World War II. Then answer questions 1-3.
	Arguments for Dropping the Atomic Bomb
	Arguments Against Dropping the Atomic Bomb

	
	


Evaluate 
1. Do you think the decision to drop the bomb was justified? Explain.
2. What other courses might the Americans have followed?

3. Do you think the same decision would have been made today? Why or Why not?
Station 1: Island Hopping
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[image: image5.png]On August 7, 1942, U.S. Marines landed on Guadalcanal (gwah
dal cah NAL) in the south Pacific. Hampered by hunger and disease,
the Americans fought for six grueling months until they controlled
the island. The fierce combat on Guadalcanal was typical of what U.S.
Marines would face throughout the island-hopping campaign.

Navajo soldiers made a key contribution to the island-hopping
strategy. Using their own language, these code-talkers radioed vital
messages from island to island. The Japanese intercepted the
messages but were unable to understand the rare Navajo language.
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Station 2: Navajo Code-Talkers
[image: image7.png]In January 1945, army units landed on Luzon, in the Philippines,
and then advanced on Manila. After nearly a month of urban
warfare, the Americans secured the city. MacArthur had fulfilled his
promise to return to the Philippines. The Philippine
campaign cost the lives of over 14,000 Americans and

350,000 Japanese, as well as some 100,000 Filipino
civilians.
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Station 3: Douglas MacArthur
Douglas MacArthur was the Supreme Commander of U.S. Forces in the Pacific.

[image: image10.png]Millions of Japanese were short of food. Yet, Japanese leaders still
talked of winning a glorious victory.

The Atomic Bomb President Truman made plans for invading
Japan in the autumn. His military advisers warned him that the
invasion might cost half a million American casualties. In July,
“Truman leamed that a scret weapon—the atomic bomb—had beer
successfully tested in the New Mexico desert. The new weapon
could destroy an entire city. Truman decided to use it and save
American lives

On August6, 1945, an American plane dropped an atomic bormly
on thecity of Hiroshima. The destruction was ke nothing the world
had ever scen. Within minutes, the blast and searing heat had killed
more than 130,000 people. S, the Japanese refused fo surrender.

On August 9, a second atomic bomb was dropped on the city of
Nagasaki. Some 35,000 people died instantly. Many more in both
cities would dieslower deaths from radiation poisaning.

Atlast on Augast 14, 1945, the emperor of Japan announced that
the nation would surrender. That day became known as V- Day. On
September 2, 1945, MacArthur formally accepted Japan's surrender
aboard the Battleship USS Missouri, anchored in Tokyo Bay. World
‘WarIT was over at last,
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[image: image13.jpg]8. Bataan Peninsula, The Philippines - May 1942
U.S. Prisoners on the "'Bataan Death March'".
Of 80,000 American and Philippino POWSs taken, only one-third would survive capti
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Station 4: Iwo Jima and Okinawa
[image: image15.png]Japan Holds Firm Meanwhile, island-hopping.
‘marines approached Japan. Their lat wo stops were.
Iwo Jima (5 woh JEE mu), in February, and
Okinawa (oh kuh NAI# wuh), in April. The
Americans paid a terrible price for the wo islands.
Six thousand Americans died at Two Jima; twelve
thousand at Okinawa

Even more startling, however, was the willing-
ness of the Japanese 1o die rather than surrender.
Only 1 percent of o Jima's defenders survived. On
Okinawa, Japanese soldiers jumped off clifs to their
deaths rather than be captured.
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U.S. Marines raise the American Flag atop Mount Suribachi, during the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II. February 23, 1945

[image: image18.png]Victory in the Pa
The Bt of Midvway in 1942 had halted Japan's advance i the
Pacific Aftr tha,the Americans wenton the ofensive

land Hopping American commanders adopted  srategy known
as island hopping, in which American forces would capture some.
Japanese-held islands and go around others. Each island taken was
a stepping stone toward Japan.

On August?, 1942, US. Marines landed on Guadalcanal (gwah
dal cah NAL)in the south Pacific. Hampered by hunger and disease,
the Americans fought for six grucling months until they controlled
the island. The fierce combat on Guadalcanal was typical of what US.
Marines would face throughout the island-hopping campaign.




Station 5: Kamikaze

[image: image3.png]In the last days of the war, the Japanese
unleashed a deadly new form of combat, It was based
on an ancient code, which taught that surrender
dishonored a warsior. In kamikaze (kah muh KAH
2e0) missions, suicide pilots crashed their planes into
American ships. These events convinced American
war planners that only a full-scale invasion of Japan's
home islands would force a surrender.

After Hitler's defeat in Furope, the Alles were
able to turn ther full attention to the Pacifc. By the
Spring of 1915, American bombers were pounding,
the Japanese home islands.  American  ships
bombarded the coast and destroyed shipping.
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Station 6: The Atomic Bomb
 
   




Facts





U.S. forces surprised a much larger approaching Japanese force at Midway Island. 


U.S. destroyed much of the Japanese Navy, who were on their way to take over Hawaii.











Facts





The lack of supply on both sides meant that combat was especially intense and characterized by extreme desperation. 


Disease also played a significant role in the ground campaign, as both the Japanese and American forces were weakened by malaria in the insect-infested jungles. 











Facts





Japan forced American and Filipino troops on a 65 mile death march in 1942. 


By Oct. 1944, MacArthur and the Allies returned and regained the Philippines. 











