Military Aggression 
[bookmark: _GoBack]is a warlike act by one country against another without cause. 





Station 1 The Soviet Union
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     General, and eventual Prime Minister, Hideki Tojo created a Military Dictatorship, 
    which invaded Manchuria, parts of China and Indochina. 
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Station 4 Germany
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Station 5 Appeasement
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			British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain poses with Germany’s Adolf Hitler

Station 6 American Neutrality
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threatened to overthrow Traly’s elected government. In response, the
King; appointed Mussolini prime ministe.

Mussolini turned Italy into the world s first Fascist state. Fascisim
is a political system based on militarism, extreme nationalism, and
blind loyalty t0 the state and its leader. Taly, he said, was a superior
nation with a glorious destiny. He spoke of reviving the days when
the Roman Empire dominated Europe. He also argued thata superior
nation had a right and duty to congquer inferior nations.

Mussolini ended freedom of the press and banned all political
parties except his own. Critics were jailed or murdered. In schools,
children recited the motto “Mussolini is always right "
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Fascism in Italy After World Warl, economic and
social problems i Italy had led to unrest. Benito Mussolini
pramised to restore prosperity and order through strong
leadership. In October 1922, Mussolini and his followers
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Italy Invades Ethiopia In 1935, Mussolini’s armies invaded the
Aftican country of Ethiopia. Though the Ethiopians fought bravely,
their cavalry and outdated rifles were no match for Ttaly's modern
tanks and airplanes.

Ethiopia’s emperor, Haile Selassie 1 e suh 1S e), appealed to
the League of Nations for aid. However, the League responded
weakly. Britain and France were weary of war and caught up i their
own economic crises. Without help, Ethiopia fell o the invaders.
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Militarism in Japan In Japan, too, the Great Depression
undermined fith in democratic rule. Military leaders pressured the
civiian government to take control of nearby countrics. Miltarists
argued that their istand nation needed more space, as vell 33 raw
malrials for its booming industrics

by 1936, militarists were in complete control of the Japanese
govemment. Like the Nazis in Germany, Jspancse militarists
preached racism. The Japanese, they said, were superior (o other
Asians as well 2 non- Asins.

Dichackpoint How did the Great Depresion aid Hitler?
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Taly, Germany, and Japan csch followed polices of ruthess
agaresion. Aggression is a searlike act by one. counlry against
ancther without cause

Japan Attacks China In 1931, acting without the approval of
Japan's elected government, the Japanese army seized Manchuria in
northeaster China. The League of Nations, which had been
founded 1o halt aggression, prolested but ook no action.

After 1937, Japan stepped up its agaression in China. Japancse
armies treated the Chinese brutally. For six wecks, Japancse forces
pillaged the Chinese city of Nanjing. In the assault, more than a
quarter of a million civilians and prisoners of war were massacred.





image14.png
TN




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.png
Nazi Germany Many Germans were angry over their defeat in
World War I and the heavy reparation payments forced on them by
the Allies. Among them was an extreme nationalist, Adolf Hitler. By
1921, Hitler had become leader of a small group known as the

National Socialst, or Nazi, Party. Nazism was  form of fascism.
Racism lay at the core of Nazi belicfs. Hitler told Germans that
they were a “master race,” destined to rule over Slavs, Gypsics, and
considered inferior. The cornerstone of Hitler's racial

that Germany had not lost World War  but had been betrayed by
Jews and other “traitors.” This idea appealed to Germans cager o
find a scapegoat, someone on wehom to blame their problems.

“The Great Depression increased Hitler's popularity. In 1933, he
wwas named chancellor, or leader of the German parliament. Once in
power, Hitler quickly created a totalitarian state. All other partics
wwere outiawed. Hitler's secret police enforced srict oyalty

Germany also passed ant-Semitic laves. Jews were banned from
public schools and from professions such as medicinie and L.
Jewish communitics were attacked. In 1938, troops began rounding
up Jews and sending them to slave labor camps. But even worse was
1o come, as you will sce.
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German Aggression Hitler vowed to create an empire that
united all German-speaking people, including those. outside
Germany. In defiance o the Treaty of Versaills, he began to rebuild
Germany's armed forces. He further defied the fraty by sending
roops into the Rhincland region of westem Germany in 1936. Two
years later, German armies occupied Austria. As Hitle predicted,
the European democracies did nothing to stop him

Sil, France and Britain protested when Hitler threatened to
invade Crechoslovakia. In September 1938, European leaders met in
the German city of Munich to ease the crisis. The leaders of France
and Britain hope 1o appease Hitler. Appeasement is » policy of
giving in to aggression n order 1o avoid war.

In the Munich Pact, Britain and France agreed to let the German
leader occupy the Sudetenland (soo DET chn land), @ portion of
Caechoslovakia populated largely by people who spoke German. In
return, Hitler promised he would seck no further territory
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‘The British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, returned from
the Munich meeting announcing that he had won “peace for our
time.” But only a fow months later in March 1939, Hitler occupied
the remainder of Czechoslovakia.
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American Neutrality

As you have scen, after World War |, the Uniled States returned to
2 policy ofsolatioism. As aggression threatened tobring the world to
war again, Amricans were determined o avoid geting involved.

Neutrality Act In 1935, Congress passed the Neutrality Act. It
was the first o several laws designed to keep the Urited Staes at
peace. The Neutrality Act forbade the Peesident from selling arms,
making loans, or giving any other kind of asistance to any nation
involved in war.
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Good Neighbor Policy At the same time, the United States
sought 1o strengthen ties to Latin America. In 1930, President
Herbert Hoover rejected the Roosevelt Corollary 1o the Monroe
Doctrine. The United States, he declared, no longer claimed the right
1o intervene in Latin American affairs.

Eranklin Roosevell went even further. Under what he called the
Good Neighbor Policy, he withdrew American troops from Ni
ragua and Haiti He also cancelled the Flatt Amendment, which had
limited the independence of Cuba.
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Vocabulary Builder
superior (500 v ce uhr) ad]. of
greater importance or value;of
igher auality

inferor (I £ e uhr) acf. of
lower rank or status; o poorer
auaiy
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@ Section Focus Queston: What events led to the
outbreak of World Wor 12

The Rise of Dictators

In the 1920 and 19305, people in several nations came o
believe that democratic governments were toa weak o salve
their problems. They turne instead to dictators.

Soviet Communism By 1929, Josef Stalin was sole
dictator of the Sovict Union, Stalin turned the Soviet Union
into a totalitarian state. A lotalitarian state is a nation in
which a single party controls the government and every
aspect of people’s lves.

Stalin took brutal measurcs to control and modemize
industry and agriculture. He ordered peasans to give crops,
animals,and land to government-run farms. Millions of peas.
ants who resisted were exccuted or sent to labor camps. In
addition, an estimated four million Soviets, including many
of Stalin’s rivals in the Communist Party, were killed or
imprisoned on false charges of disloyalty to the state.
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