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I. Military Aggression in Europe

1. During the 1930s, Americans focused on their own economic problems (The Great Depression). 

While U.S. foreign policy was that of Neutrality/Isolationism, Europe and Asia saw the rise of Dictators.
2. Italian leader, Benito Mussolini, shaped Italy into a Fascist nation, a type of government that glorifies war, preaches an extreme form of nationalism, and follows the commands of an all-powerful dictator.

3. Josef Stalin led a Totalitarian/Communist form of government in the Soviet Union.

4. A Military Dictatorship under leader Hideki Tojo was in power in the Asian Island 
nation of Japan This nation, too, used its military to take over parts of China.

5. During this time of aggression, Britain and France’s policy of yielding to the demands of Germany’s leader,

Adolf Hitler, in order to avoid war, was known as Appeasement.
6. In September, 1939, Britain and France abandoned appeasement when Germany invaded Poland.
7. During the first two years of WWII, the democracies suffered crushing defeats as Germany swept through Europe using “Blitzkrieg” or “lightening warfare.”

8. The U.S. gradually abandoned neutrality. Give three examples of how the U.S. changed its policy:
·  Signing the Atlantic Charter
·  The Lend Lease Act
·  The Destroyer-Bases Agreement
9. Still, on December 7, 1941, “A day which will live in infamy,” the nation of Japan attacked the U.S. at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

II. The U.S. in World War II
1. A key challenge the U.S. faced was fighting the war on two fronts.
2. The largest amphibious invasion, where Allied ships landed on the beaches of France is known as,
 “D-Day”.
3. In Europe the Allies’ strategy was to defeat Hitler first. In the Pacific their strategy was called, 

“Island Hopping.”
4. In the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa Americans suffered high casualties partially due to the fierce fighting tactics of the Japanese and their suicide pilots known as kamikazes.
5. Japan surrendered after the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
III. The Home Front
1. The government produced propaganda, which encouraged Americans to aid the war effort.
2. The U.S. took control of the economy, and many women and African Americans entered the labor force as men entered the armed forces. 

3. Americans supported the war effort and transformed the economy by buying war bonds, rationing food and gasoline, and planting victory gardens.
4. Between 1941 and 1945 the government ordered the internment of Japanese Americans due to the racial fear and strong anti-Japanese feelings in the U.S.
IV. The Holocaust
1. Bitterness over the Treaty of Versailles, which ended World War I, aided Hitler’s rise to power in Germany.

2. The deliberate killing of an entire group of people is known as genocide
3. To create a German “Master Race,” Adolf Hitler enforced the systematic genocide of 11 million people across Europe, which is known as the Holocaust.
4. After World War II, Nazi leaders were convicted of War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity at the 

Nuremberg Trials. 
V. Rebuilding Begins
1. At the Potsdam Peace Conference the Allies made plans to divide Germany into four zones. 

2. Although Berlin, Germany’s capital, was in the Soviet zone, the 3 leaders agreed to divide Berlin into 4 zones as well. 

3. After Japan surrendered to the U.S., U.S. forces occupied Japan for 6 years under General MacArthur. He introduced a free market economy into Japan, which led to a remarkable economic recovery. He also reformed Japan’s government into a more democratic one, with a constitution that guaranteed people basic freedoms. 
4. The U.S. took on a new world role as a result of World War II. List two examples of this new world role:

·  The U.S. joined and leads the United Nations
· The U.S. can no longer be an isolationist nation
5. The U.S. and the Soviet Union emerged as the two super powers at the end of World War II. 
The U.S. had the atomic bomb and the USSR had the largest military force.
6. After WWII there was an increased desire to create a Jewish Nation. Such a nation was created in the Middle 

East and is called Israel.
