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Name:______________________________________________

Date:_______________________

American History

Ms. Bongiorno

Mobilizing the Homefront

Americans at home during World War II

· To defeat the Nazis and Fascists in Europe and the Japanese in Asia, the ____________ 

_____________________________ was completely transformed from producing peacetime goods to                                                     
_________________________________________________.
1.                                                      - helped factories shift from making consumer goods to making war materials. (ex: guns, planes, bombs)

2.                                                                 entered the workforce.

·                                                   , a fictional factory worker, became a symbol of the ideal American woman.

3.                                                         campaigned for a “________________________”- victory over the Axis Powers and victory over discrimination at home. 

· Thousands moved to cities to work.

· Served in                                       military units in non-combat roles.

·                                              - served in Europe with distinction.

Financing the War
·                                                        and deducted federal taxes from paychecks each week. 

· To finance the war the government created                                       to encourage Americans to support the war effort. 

·                                                  -the spreading of ideas to help a cause. (ex: posters, films, flyers in support of the war effort)

Propaganda encouraged Americans to:


1. Observe                                          - limits were placed on the amounts of certain goods that people could buy. (ex: sugar, meat, gasoline)

2. Plant                                            - 20 million victory gardens produced more than 40% of the vegetables grown in the U.S.

3. Buy                                            - savings bonds that went to support the war effort. 

· Americans raised $185 billion toward the war effort. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WWII Propaganda Poster Analysis Activity
Directions: Answer the following questions 1-4 to help you analyze your assigned propaganda poster.
1. What are the main colors and/or symbols used in the poster?

[image: image1.emf]
[image: image2.emf]
2. If there is a person or people in the poster, what is he or she doing?
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3. What was the government trying to persuade Americans who saw this poster to do? 
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4. Did your poster intend to motivate Americans by instilling patriotism, confidence, and a positive outlook? OR did your posters convey a sense of fear, and a grim, negative vision of war? EXPLAIN. 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary
· How did Americans aid the war effort?
· Which of these do you think helped the most? Why?
· Do you think that American troops would have been as successful in World War II if they had not had the support of Americans on the homefront? Explain your answer.
